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Israeli strike on school-turned-shelter 
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DEIR AL-BALAH: An Israeli 
strike on a school where dis-
placed people were sheltering 
in the central Gaza Strip killed 
at least 17 people on Thursday, 
nearly all women and children, 
Palestinian medical officials 
said.

Another 32 people were 
wounded in the strike in the 
built-up Nuseirat refugee 
camp, according to the Awda 
Hospital, which received the 
casualties.

There was no immedi-
ate comment from the Israeli 
military.

Israel has carried out sev-
eral strikes on schools-turned-
shelters in recent months, 
saying it precisely targets 
Hamas militants hiding out 
among civilians.

The strikes often kill 
women and children.

The war began when 
Hamas-led militants stormed 
into southern Israel on Oct 
7, 2023, killing some 1,200 
people, mostly civilians, and 

abducting another 250.
Around 100 hostages 

are still inside Gaza, a third 
of whom are believed to be 
dead.

Israel’s retaliatory offen-
sive has killed over 42,000 
Palestinians, according to 
Gaza’s Health Ministry, which 
does not say how many were 
combatants but says women 
and children make up more 
than half the fatalities.

The Israeli military says  
it has killed over 17,000  
fighters, without providing 
evidence.

The war has displaced 
around 90% of Gaza’s popu-
lation of 2.3 million, often 
multiple times. Hundreds 
of thousands of people are 
crammed into tent camps 
along the coast after entire 
neighbourhoods in many areas 
were pounded to rubble.

Months of cease-fire 
negotiations brokered by the  
United States, Egypt and Qatar 
sputtered to a halt over the 
summer.

The war has mean-
while expanded to Leba-
non, where Israel launched 
a ground invasion more 
than three weeks ago after 
trading fire with the Hezbol-
lah militant group for much of 
the past year. AGENCIES
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KAZAN: Russian President 
Vladimir Putin on Thursday 
closed a summit of the BRICS 
bloc of developing economies, 
praising its role as a counter-
balance to what he called the 
West’s “perverse methods”.

The three-day summit in 
the city of Kazan was attended 
by leaders or representatives 
of 36 countries, highlighting 
the failure of US-led efforts to 
isolate Russia over its actions 
in Ukraine.

The conflict came up 
repeatedly at the meeting, 
which saw the first visit to Rus-
sia from UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres in more than 
two years and drew an angry 
reaction from Kyiv.

Guterres called for “a just 
peace” in Ukraine, in line with 
the UN Charter, international 
law and General Assembly 
resolutions. 

He also urged an immedi-
ate end to the fighting in Gaza, 
Lebanon and Sudan.

At a news conference 

Thursday night, Putin was 
asked about former US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s promise 
to end the fighting in Ukraine.

“What Mr. Trump said 
recently, what I heard, (is) he 
spoke about the desire to do 
everything to end the conflict 
in Ukraine,” Putin said.

“It seems to me that he said 
it sincerely. We certainly wel-

come statements of this kind, 
no matter who makes them.”

The summit covered the 
deepening of financial coop-
eration, including the devel-
opment of alternatives to 
Western-dominated pay-
ment systems, efforts to settle 
regional conflicts and expan-
sion of the BRICS group of 
nations. AGENCIES

Putin ends BRICS summit that sought 
to expand Russia’s global clout

Russian President Vladimir Putin addresses the plenary session of the 
16th BRICS Summit, in Kazan FILE PHOTO

ANKARA: Turkiye struck 
suspected Kurdish mili-
tant targets in Syria and 
Iraq for a second day on 
Thursday following an 
attack on the premises of 
a key defense company 
which killed at least five 
people, the state-run news 
agency reported.

The National Intel-
ligence Organization 
targeted numerous “stra-
tegic locations” used by 
the Kurdistan Work-
ers’ Party, PKK, or by 
Syrian Kurdish militia 
that are affiliated with 
the militants, the Anadolu 
Agency reported. The tar-
gets included military, 
intelligence, energy and 
infrastructure facilities 
and ammunition depots, 
the report said.  AGENCIES

Turkiye strikes 
Kurdish militant 
targets in Syria, 
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PARIS: France’s foreign min-
ister said an international con-
ference for Lebanon raised $1 
billion in pledges for humani-
tarian aid and military sup-
port to help the country where 
war between Hezbollah mili-
tants and Israel has displaced 
a million people, killed over 
2,500, and deepened an eco-
nomic crisis.

Jean-Noël Barrot said: “We 
have collectively raised $800 
million in humanitarian aid 
and $200 million for the secu-
rity forces, that’s about $1 bil-
lion,” in his closing speech at 
the Paris conference, which 
gathered over 70 nations and 
international organisations.

“We’re up to the challenge,” 
Barrot said. The United States 
pledged to provide about $ 300 
million, he said. 

French President Emman-
uel Macron had called on par-
ticipants to bring “massive 
aid” to support the country, as 

France promised $ 100 million.
The United Nations had 

previously estimated the 
urgent humanitarian needs in 
Lebanon to be $ 426 million.

Germany pledged a total 
of 96 million euros in human-
itarian aid to both Lebanon 
and neighbouring Syria, also 
deeply affected by escalating 
violence in the Middle East. 

Italy announced this week 
an additional 10 million euros 
($ 10.8 million) in aid for Leb-
anon. However, experts warn 
that delivering aid could be 

challenging as Lebanon’s grow-
ing dependence on informal 
and cash economy increases 
lack of transparency and cor-
ruption risks.

The Paris conference also 
aimed at coordinating inter-
national support to strengthen 
Lebanon’s armed forces so they 
can deploy in the country’s 
south as part of a potential deal 
to end the war. 

Such a deal could see Hez-
bollah withdraw its forces from 
the border.

This support to the Leba-

nese military includes “help-
ing with health care, fuel, small 
equipment, but also support-
ing the plan to recruit at least 
6,000 additional soldiers and 
to enable the deployment of at 
least 8,000 additional soldiers 
in the south,” Macron said.

Paris also seeks to help 
restore Lebanon’s sover-
eignty and strengthen its 
institutions. The country, 
where Hezbollah effectively 
operates as a state within a 
state, has been without a pres-
ident for two years while polit-
ical factions fail to agree on a 
new one.

UN Secretary-Gen-
eral António Guterres, 
in a pre-recorded video, 
called on Lebanon’s lead-
ers “to take decisive action to 
ensure the proper functioning 
of state institutions in order 
to meet the country’s urgent 
political and security chal-
lenges.” AGENCIES

France, other nations pledge aid package 
to support Lebanon at Paris conference
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PESHAWAR: Pakistani 
security forces killed nine 
terrorists, including two sui-
cide bombers and a “high-
value” terrorist, during an 
operation in the country’s res-
tive Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province, the military said on 
Thursday.

The intelligence-based 
operation was conducted late 
on Wednesday in the Bajaur 
district of the province, accord-
ing to the military’s media 
wing, the Inter-Services Pub-
lic Relations (ISPR). AGENCIES

Security 
forces kill 9 
militants in 

Pakistan


